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COURT ROLLS OF THE MANOR OF HAMPSTEAD 
 

Translated from the Latin by Pauline Sidell, BA DAA 

E/MW/H/10 (Court Roll 10, 25 May 1691) 

 

Personal names highlighted only on first mention in this Roll. 

Any items in italics are the translator’s or transcriber’s additions. 

 

[Folio 1] 

Manor of 

Hampstead 

In the County of 

Middlesex 
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   [25 May 1691] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              £  s  d 

      Fine 3 10 0 

 

At the View of Frank Pledge with Court Baron of the most honourable 

Mary, Dowager Countess of Ganesborough, held there for the aforesaid 

Manor on the twenty fifth day of May, in the Third Year of the reign of 

William and Mary, by the Grace of God of England etc. And in the Year 

of our Lord 1691, Before Andrew Burton, gentleman, it was Enrolled as 

follows. 

Richard Mules, Esquire, John Harris, Isaac Honnywood, Norwich 

Salisberry And others essoined of a common Essoin etc. 

 

The Jurors for enquiring for the Lord the King and the Lady the Queen 

and the Lady of the aforesaid Manor and also the Homage there: 

Basil Herne, gentleman )                  Thomas Perryor   ) 

Edmund Bolsworth       )                  Edward Snoxall    ) 

Thomas Straddock        )                  Ambrose Beeton   )    

Richard Haddiloe          )                  Richard Goldin     ) 

Thomas Tidd                 )  sworn      James Ridges        ) sworn 

Philip Cater                   )                  Thomas Eades       ) 

John Wrench                 )                   John Harslip         ) 

Nicholas Reading          )                      and                     ) 

John Skerret                  )                  Thomas Smith       ) 

 

At this Court it was found by the Homage that John Newman and Ann, 

his wife, customary tenants of the aforesaid Manor (the same Ann having 

first been solely and secretly examined by the aforesaid Steward) 

surrendered into the hands of the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by the 

hands of the aforesaid Steward, by the rod, All that messuage or 

Tenement, with the appurtenances, in Hampstead aforesaid, in a certain 

place there called Boades Corner, now in the possession of Henry 

Ambridge, and all the estate, right, title and interest whatsoever of the 

same John and Ann, his wife, of and in the aforesaid Messuage or 

Tenement, or in any part thereof, To the use and behoof of Thomas 

Johnson of the Parish of St Brides, alias Bridgett, London, Tailor, his 

heirs and Assigns forever. And now to this Court came the aforesaid 

Thomas Johnson, and craved to be admitted to the aforesaid messuage or 

Tenement, with the appurtenances, To whom the Lady of the aforesaid 

manor, by her aforesaid Steward, granted seisin thereof by the rod, to 

Have and to hold the aforesaid messuage or Tenement, with the 

appurtenances, to the aforesaid Thomas Johnson in manner and form 

aforesaid, at the will of the Lady, according to the custom of the aforesaid 

Manor, by the Rents and services previously owed and of right 

accustomed. And he gave to the Lady for a fine as appears in the margin, 
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he did Fealty to the Lady, and he was Admitted Tenant thereof. 

 

At this Court it was found by the Homage that Thomas Tidd, now a 

Customary Tenant of the aforesaid manor, surrendered into the hands of 

the Lady of the aforesaid manor, by the hands of Daniel Hoar and John 

Fletcher, two other customary tenants of the aforesaid Manor, by the rod, 

All that parcel of land, situate and being in the town [‘vill’] of 

Hampstead, adjoining on the west part a certain shop of John Wrench, 

containing by Estimation eighty feet of land, more or less, now in the 

possession of William Lane, with all the ways, passages, produce and 

appurtenances to the same belonging or appertaining, and all the right, 

estate, title and interest of the aforesaid Thomas Tidd of and in the 

aforesaid parcel of land, with the appurtenances, To the use and behoof of 

William Lane of Hampstead, Butcher, his heirs and Assigns forever, in 

Exchange for another parcel in Hampstead aforesaid, containing by 

Estimation eighty feet, more or less, now in the possession of James 

Champaigne, and by the same William Lane surrendered into the hands 

of the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, To the use of the aforesaid Thomas 

Tidd. And now to this Court came the aforesaid William Lane, and 

craved to be admitted Tenant to the aforesaid premises, with the 

appurtenances, in the possession of the same William, To whom the Lady 

of the aforesaid Manor granted seisin thereof by the rod, to Have and to 

hold the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, to the aforesaid 

William Lane, his heirs and Assigns, in manner and form aforesaid, At 

the will of the Lady, according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, 

forever, by the rents and services previously owed and of right 

accustomed. And he gave to the Lady for such his estate as appears in the 

margin, he did Fealty to the Lady, and he was admitted Tenant thereof. 

 

To this Court came William Dunckley and Ann, his wife, Customary 

Tenants of the aforesaid Manor, and in open Court (the aforesaid Ann 

having first been solely and secretly examined by the aforesaid Steward), 

surrendered into the hands of the Lady of the Manor aforesaid, by the 

hands of the aforesaid Steward, by the rod, All that moiety of one Cottage 

or Tenement, with the appurtenances, situate in Hampstead, in a certain 

place called Boades Corner, and a moiety of twenty seven perches of 

land, more or less, to the same belonging, as it is now divided, and 

another Cottage, now in the possession of Ann Parratt, widow, and the 

Reversion and Reversions, Remainders and Remainders of the same after 

the death of Ann Parratt, widow, To the use and behoof of Ambrose 

Beeton of Highgate, Brewer [in English] his heirs and Assigns. Now to 

this Court came the aforesaid Ambrose, and craved to be admitted Tenant 

to the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, To whom the Lady of 

the aforesaid Manor, by her aforesaid Steward, granted seisin thereof by 

the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid premises, with the 

appurtenances, to the aforesaid Ambrose Beaton, his heirs and Assigns, at 

the will of the Lady, according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, 

forever, by the rents and services previously owed and of right 

accustomed, and he gave to the Lady for a Fine for such his estate as 

appears in the margin. And he was admitted Tenant thereof. 
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not paid 

At this Court it was found by the homage that Mary Blaikly, widow, and 

John Blaickly, Clerk, Customary tenants of the aforesaid Manor, 

surrendered into the hands of the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by the 

hands of Joseph Rollinson, gentleman, and Basil Herne, gentleman, two 

other Customary tenants of the aforesaid Manor, by the rod, All that 

Customary messuage or Tenement, called by the named of Le George, 

situate in Hampstead Street, in Hampstead aforesaid, And all that orchard 

in Hampstead aforesaid, containing by Estimation half an acre of land, 

abutting on the lands lately of Ann Pitchford on the south part, and 

Hampstead Heath on the north part, the land lately of John James on the 

west part, and the lands lately of Nicholas Dyer on the west part [sic], 

And All that Close of meadow or pasture in Hampstead aforesaid, 

containing two acres and one rood, more or less, abutting on Hampstead 

Heath on the west part, and the lands lately of Ann Pitchford on the west 

part [sic], and the lands lately of Nicholas Dyer on the south part, Which 

premises are now in the possession of Philip Cater, Baker [in English] 

And all their estate, right, title, interest , reversion, claim and demand 

whatsoever of and in the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, To 

the use and behoof as the aforesaid Mary Blaickley, by her last will and 

Testament in writing, might direct, nominate, limit or appoint, according 

to the custom of the aforesaid Manor. 

 

At this Court it was found by the Homage that Joseph Rollinson, a 

Customary tenant of the aforesaid Manor, surrendered into the hands of 

the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by the hands of John Bunn and Nicholas 

Reading, two Customary tenants of the aforesaid Manor, by the rod, All 

that messuage or Tenement and the Buildings, gardens and Summer 

house, and all other appurtenances to the same belonging as were 

determined/limited by a brick-built wall/enclosure, together with all that 

(covered) walk, separated by stakes/posts, flanked on the Northeast side 

by the Brick-built wall/enclosure aforesaid, and extending ?as far as the 

aforesaid summerhouse. And free ingress, egress and regress to the 

aforesaid (covered) walkway, in and by the doors and backside belonging 

to the stables now in the Occupation of George Hutchins, Knight, and 

also full liberty to transport and place in the same backside all the dung 

made from time to time in the stables belonging to the same messuage, 

carrying away the same at will, which premises are situate, lying and 

being in Hampstead aforesaid, To the use and behoof of Stephen Lobb 

and Elizabeth, his wife, their heirs and Assigns forever. Now to this Court 

came the aforesaid Stephen Lobb and Elizabeth, his wife, and craved to 

be admitted tenants to the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, To 

whom the Lady of the aforesaid manor, by the hands of her aforesaid 

Steward, granted seisin thereof by the rod, to Have and to hold the same 

premises, with the appurtenances, to the aforesaid Stephen and Elizabeth, 

his wife, in manner and form aforesaid, At the will of the Lady, according 

to the custom of the aforesaid Manor by the rents and services previously 

owed and of right accustomed, and he gave to the Lady for a fine as 

appears in the margin, and the aforesaid Stephen did Fealty to the Lady. 
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And they were admitted tenants thereof. 

 

At this Court it was found by the homage that Frances Thornhill, widow, 

a Customary Tenant of the aforesaid Manor, died since the last Court held 

for the aforesaid Manor, seised of one Cottage and one Garden, with the 

appurtenances, situate in Hampstead aforesaid, in a certain place called 

Frognell, lately in the possession of the aforesaid Frances Thornhill, And 

that Joseph Thornhill of the Parish of Clarkenwell, in the County of 

Middlesex, Butcher [in English] is the son and heir of the aforesaid 

Frances. And now to this Court came the aforesaid Joseph Thornhill, and 

craved to be admitted tenant to the aforesaid premises, with the 

appurtenances, To whom the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by her 

aforesaid Steward, granted seisin thereof by the rod, to Have and to hold 

the aforesaid Cottage and Garden, with the appurtenances, to the 

aforesaid Joseph, his heirs and Assigns forever, at the will of the Lady, 

according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, forever, by the rents and 

services previously owed and of right accustomed, and he gave to the 

Lady for a Fine for such his estate as appears in the margin, he did Fealty 

to the Lady, And he was admitted Tenant thereof. 

 

To this Court came Joseph Thornhill, now a Customary Tenant of the 

aforesaid Manor, and, in open Court, surrendered into the hands of the 

Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by the hands of the aforesaid Steward, All 

that Cottage and one Garden thereunto adjoining, with the appurtenances, 

situate in Hampstead aforesaid, in a certain place called Frognell, now in 

the possession of the aforesaid Joseph Thornhill, To the use and behoof 

of the same Joseph and Margaret, his wife, for the term of their lives, and 

afterwards, To the use and behoof of the heirs and Assigns of the same 

Joseph forever. And now to this Court came the aforesaid Joseph and 

Margaret and craved to be admitted tenants to the aforesaid premises, 

with the appurtenances, To whom the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by 

her aforesaid Steward, granted seisin thereof by the rod, to Have and to 

hold the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, to the aforesaid 

Joseph and Margaret for the term of their lives, and afterwards to the 

heirs and Assigns of the same Joseph, at the will of the Lady, according 

to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, forever, by the rents and services 

previously owed and of right accustomed, and they gave to the Lady for a 

Fine for such their estate as appears in the margin. And they were 

admitted Tenants thereof. 

 

At this Court it was found by the Homage that John Chapman, a 

Customary tenant of the aforesaid Manor, surrendered into the hands of 

the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by the hands of the aforesaid Steward, 

by the rod, All that moiety or half part undivided of all that part of waste 

land containing two acres, more or less, situate in a certain place there 

called Hampstead Heath, and now used for a Spheristerium (in English) a 

Bowleing green, And all that moiety or half part undivided of all the 

houses, Buildings and structures in or near the aforesaid parcel of land 

erected and built, with the appurtenances, now in the tenure or occupation 

of William Eades or his Assigns, To the use and behoof of Simon Linch, 
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Citizen of London, his heirs and Assigns, At the will of the Lady, 

according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, forever, Provided always 

that of the aforesaid John Chapman, his heirs, Executors, Administrators 

or assigns should well and faithfully pay or cause to be paid to the 

aforesaid Simon Lynch, his Executors, Administrators or assigns, the full 

sum of one hundred and three pounds of lawful English money on the 

third day of December next following the date of the aforesaid surrender, 

at or in the now house of Abraham Hemingway, scrivener, situate in 

Leadenhall Street, in the Parish of St Peter, Cornhill, London then the 

aforesaid surrender should be void, otherwise to remain in full force. 

 

                                                             Examined by Andrew Burton 

                                                                  steward there 
 

 

[The first 10 lines of this folio are difficult to decipher in parts due to dirt 

and discoloration.] 

 

At this Court it was found by the homage that John North……of London, 

now a Customary Tenant of the aforesaid Manor, on the fifteenth day of 

May, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, six hundred and eighty two, 

surrendered into the hands of the then Lord of the aforesaid Manor, by the 

hands of Thomas Eades and John Smith, senior, two other customary 

tenants of the aforesaid Manor, ….. moiety or half part undivided….lately 

parcel of the waste of the Lady of the aforesaid Manor, containing by 

estimation two acres, more or less, lying on Hampstead Heath. And now 

used for a Spheristerium, in English, a Bowleing Green, and also a 

moiety or half part undivided of a messuage or Tenement and Stable 

lately erected with bricks by Henry Skerret and Thomas Lyddell on the 

north part of the aforesaid Spheristerium, And all other Buildings and 

structures on the same parcel of land erected and built, now in the tenure 

or occupation of the aforesaid John North and Henry Skerrett or their 

Assigns, with the appurtenances to the same moiety belonging or 

appertaining, And all the estate, right, title, interest, claim and demand 

whatsoever of the same John North of and in the aforesaid moiety or half 

part of the aforesaid parcel of land, and messuage or Tenement, stable, 

Buildings and Structures aforesaid, with the appurtenances, To the use 

and behoof of Joseph Proud of the Parish of St Andrew, Holbourne, in the 

County of Middlesex, yeoman, his heirs and Assigns, according to the 

custom of the aforesaid Manor, forever, Provided always, and under the 

condition That of the aforesaid John North, his Executors, Administrators 

or Assigns or any of them, should well and faithfully pay or cause to be 

paid to the aforesaid Joseph Proud, his Executors, Administrators or 

Assigns, the full sum of one hundred and six pounds of lawful English 

money at or in the then manor house of Paul Wicks, scrivener, situate on 

Snow Hill, London, that is to say, three pounds, parcel thereof, on the 

sixteenth day of November next following the date of the aforesaid 

surrender, and one Hundred and three pounds, the residue thereof, in or 

upon the sixteenth day of May which then was in the Year of our Lord 

one thousand, six hundred and eighty three, that then the aforesaid 
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surrender should be void, otherwise it should remain in full force and 

virtue. And it was further found by the Homage that neither the aforesaid 

John North, his heirs, Executors, Administrators or Assigns, nor any of 

them, paid to the aforesaid Joseph the three pounds on the aforesaid tenth 

[sic] day of November, nor the aforesaid one hundred and three pounds 

in or upon the aforesaid sixteenth day of May, nor at any time afterwards 

to the Knowledge of the aforesaid homage. And on that account the 

aforesaid Joseph Proud came here into Court and craved to be admitted 

Tenant to the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, To whom the 

Lady of the aforesaid Manor, by her aforesaid Steward, granted seisin 

thereof by the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid premises, with the 

appurtenances, to the aforesaid Joseph Proud, his heirs and Assigns 

(under the aforesaid condition) at the will of the Lady, according to the 

custom of the aforesaid Manor, by the rents and services previously owed 

and of right accustomed. And he gave to the Lady for a Fine for such his 

estate as appears in the margin [see below], he did Fealty to the Lady, 

And he was admitted Tenant thereof. 

                                                               Examined by Andrew Burton 

                                                                       steward there 

 

[‘12’ is just visible in the left-hand margin opposite ‘John North and 

Henry Skerrett or their Assigns’ (p 5). However, it is not possible to 

decipher whether this should read £12 or 12s or £1 2s., or whether it is 

the fine or the rent or some other figure, because of the dirt and 

discoloration.] 

 

The rest of Folio 1a is blank except for  

       Manor of Hamsted 

            1691 

written thus along the upper edge in Latin.  

 

Folio 2 is completely blank except for  

               1691 

               Roll 

              10 

written thus in English on outside of skin. 

 


