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COURT ROLLS OF THE MANOR OF HAMPSTEAD 
 

Translated from the Latin by Pauline Sidell, BA DAA 

E/MW/H/22 (Court Roll 22, 1703) 

 

Personal names highlighted only on first mention in this Roll. 

Any items in italics are the translator’s or transcriber’s additions. 

 

 

[Folio 1] 

 

Manor of 

Hampstead in 

the County of 

Middlesex 

 

 

 

 

Essoins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    [10 May 1703] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the View of Frank Pledge with Court Baron of the most honourable 

Fulk, Lord Brooke, Francis Greville, Esq. and other Trustees for the most 

honourable Elizabeth and Rachael Noel, held there for the aforesaid 

Manor on the tenth day of May, in the first Year of the reign of our Lady 

Anne, by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 

Queen, Defender of the Faith and in the Year of our Lord 1703, Before 

Andrew Burton, Gentleman, Steward there, it was Enrolled as follows. 

 

William Ashurst, Knight, Isaac Honywood, Esquire, William Johnson, 

Gentleman and others were essoined of a common Essoin etc. 

 
The Jurors      Thomas Lane, Kt.           John Vincent, gent.         Nicolas Reading)  

for enquiring  Bassil Herne, Esq.          John Hart, gent.               Edward Snoxall ) 

for the Lady   Samuel Dawes, gent.      Richard Wallpoole, gent.  Charles Keyes ) 

the Queen      Edmund Bollsworth, gent.  John Dee, gent.          Joseph Nettleton ) 

and for the     John Coggs, Gent.           Richard Heath                    John Aldridge ) sworn 

Lords of the   Joseph Ashton, Gent.      Daniel Hoar, senior                  John Hoar ) 

aforesaid        John Roberts, Gent.        Thomas Perryer                             and       

Manor            John Braint, Gent.           John Bunn                           John Skerratt ) 

                                                                     

At this Court it was found and presented by the homage That on the 

eighth day of May, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, seven hundred 

and three, Thomas Foley, Esquire, a Customary Tenant of the aforesaid 

Manor, and Mary, his wife (the aforesaid Mary first being solely and 

secretly examined by the aforesaid Steward). Surrendered into the hands 

of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by the hands of the aforesaid 

Steward, by the rod, All that Customary Messuage or Tenement situate 

and being in Hampstead aforesaid, And all that Close of Pasture land to 

the same adjoining, called Slys [sic], being liable for herriot, containing 

by estimation three acres, more or less, Together with all the outhouses, 

orchards, Gardens, backsides and Appurtenances whatsoever belonging to 

the aforesaid Messuage and premises, now being in the tenure or 

occupation of John Hibbert, Citizen and Skinner [this in English] of 

London, To the use and behoof of John Hibbert and Hester, his wife, for 

and during their natural lives and the life of the longer liver of them, and 

after their deaths To the use and behoof of the heirs and Assigns of the 

aforesaid John Hibbert, At the will of the Lords, according to the Custom 

of the aforesaid Manor. And now to this Court came the aforesaid John 

Hibbert and Hester, his wife, and craved to be admitted Tenants to the 

aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, To whom the Lords of the 
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aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid Steward, granted  Seisin thereof by 

the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid Messuage or Tenement and 

premises, with the appurtenances, to the aforesaid John Hibbert and 

Hester, his wife, for and during their natural lives and the life of the 

longer liver of them, and after their deaths, to the heirs and Assigns of the 

aforesaid John Hibbert, At the will of the Lords, according to the Custom 

of the aforesaid Manor, by the annual rents and services previously owed 

and of Right accustomed. The Gave to the Lords for a fine for such their 

estates as appears in the margin, the aforesaid John did fealty to the 

Lords, but the fealty of the aforesaid Hester was respited because she is a 

wife, and they were admitted Tenants thereof. 

 

At this Court it was presented and found by the homage that on the 

twentieth day of February, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, seven 

hundred and two, John Dee, a customary tenant of the aforesaid Manor, 

Surrendered into the hands of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by the 

hands of the aforesaid Steward, by the rod, All that Customary Messuage, 

Cottage or Tenement, and seven acres of meadow or pasture land, more 

or less, situate and being in Pondstreet, in Hampstead aforesaid, and now 

in the tenure or occupation of Mary Chitty, Widow, With all the 

outhouses, barns, stables, orchards, gardens, backsides and 

Appurtenances to the same in any way appertaining, To the use and 

behoof of the aforesaid John Dee and Margaret, his wife, for and during 

the term of their natural lives and the life of the longer liver of them, and 

after their deaths, To the use and behoof of such person or persons, and 

for such uses, intents and purposes as the aforesaid John Dee, in and by 

his last will and testament in writing, attested in the presence f three or 

more credible witnesses, should limit, declare and appoint, At the will of 

the Lords, according to the Custom of the aforesaid Manor. 

 

At this Court it was found by the homage that on the tenth day of May in 

the Year of our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and three, Theophilus 

Lobb, gentleman, a customary tenant of the aforesaid Manor, Surrendered 

into the hands of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by the hands of the 

aforesaid Steward, by the rod, All that piece or parcel of land, lately 

parcel of the waste of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, containing by 

estimation one perticat. terrae, called a rod ['perticat. terrae' in Latin, 'rod' 

in English], lying and being between testaceum parietem, in english, a 

Brickwall ['testaceum parietem' in Latin, 'a Brickwall' in English] and the 

well/spring, in a certain place there called Hampstead Street, adjoining 

the brick wall of the aforesaid Theophilus, and lately in the possession of 

Stephen Lobb, Clerk, lately his father, deceased, which descended to the 

same Theophilus as the heir of his said father, To the use and behoof of 

the aforesaid Theophilus Lobb and Frances, his wife, for their natural 

lives and the life of the longer liver of them, at the will of the Lords, 

according to the Custom of the aforesaid Manor. And now to this Court 

came the aforesaid Theophilus Lobb and Frances, his wife, and craved to 

be admitted Tenants to the aforesaid premises, with the appurtenances, To 

whom the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid Steward, 

granted seisin thereof by the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid one 
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perch of land, with the appurtenances, in Hampstead aforesaid, to the 

aforesaid Theophilus Lobb and Frances, his wife, for their natural lives 

and the life of the longer liver of them, and afterwards to the heirs and 

Assigns of the aforesaid Theophilus Lobb, At the will of the Lords, 

according to the Custom of the aforesaid Manor, by the annual rents and 

services previously owed and of Right accustomed. They Gave to the 

Lords for a fine for such their estates as appears in the margin, and they 

were admitted Tenants thereof. 

 

At this Court it was found and presented by the homage that on the tenth 

day of May, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and 

three, Theophilus Lobb, Gentleman, a Customary tenant of the aforesaid 

Manor, Surrendered into the hands of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, 

by their aforesaid Steward, by the rod, All that Customary Messuage or 

Tenement in Hampstead aforesaid, with the buildings, gardens and 

summer house, and all other appurtenances to the same belonging, as they 

are enclosed with a brick wall, Together with all that walk, surrounded 

with stakes/fenced in, located on the north of the aforesaid brick wall, and 

extending as far as the aforesaid summer house, and free Ingress, egress 

and Regress to the aforesaid walk in and by the doors/gates and backside 

belonging to the stable lately in the occupation of George Hutchinson, 

Knight, And also full liberty to carry away and to take, within the same 

backside, all the manure made from time to time in the stables belonging 

to the aforesaid Surrendered messuage, and to carry away the same at his 

will, lately in the possession of Stephen Lobb, Clerk, lately his father, 

deceased, Which descended to the same Theophilus as the heir of his said 

Father, To the use and behoof of the aforesaid Theophilus Lobb and 

Frances, his wife, for their natural lives and the life of the longer liver of 

them, and afterwards To the use and behoof of the heirs and Assigns of 

the aforesaid Theophilus, at the will of the Lords, according to the 

Custom of the aforesaid Manor. And now to this Court came the aforesaid 

Theophilus and Frances, and craved to be admitted Tenants to the 

aforesaid messuage or Tenement and premises, with the appurtenances, 

To whom the Lord of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid Steward, 

granted Seisin thereof by the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid 

Messuage or Tenement and premises, with the appurtenances, to the 

aforesaid Theophilus Lobb and Frances, his wife, for their natural lives 

and the life of the longer liver of them, and afterwards to the heirs and 

Assigns of the aforesaid Theophilus, At the will of the Lords, according 

to the Custom of the aforesaid Manor, by the annual rents and services 

previously owed and of Right accustomed. They gave to the Lords for a 

fine for such their estates as appears in the margin and they were admitted 

tenants thereof. 

 

At this Court it was found and presented by the homage That on the 

twenty fourth day of December, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, six 

hundred and ninety eight, John Buckmaster, a Customary Tenant of the 

aforesaid Manor, Surrendered into the hands of the Lord of the aforesaid 

Manor, by the hands of John Range and Henry Druce, two other 

Customary tenants of the aforesaid Manor, by the rod, All that Messuage 
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or Tenement, with the appurtenances, in Hampstead aforesaid, now in the 

possession of the aforesaid John Buckmaster, To the use and behoof of 

Henry Looker of the Tower of London, Gentleman, his heirs and Assigns, 

at the will of the Lord, according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, 

Provided always and under the Condition, nevertheless,  That if the 

aforesaid John Buckmaster, his heirs, Executors or Administrators, should 

well and faithfully pay or cause to be paid to the aforesaid Henry Looker, 

his heirs, Executors or Assigns, the full sum of one hundred and fifty nine 

pounds of good and lawful English money at or in the mansion house of 

Daniel Shilling, Scrivener [this in English], situate and being in Tower 

Street, London, in manner following, that is to say, four pounds and ten 

shillings, part thereof, on the twenty fourth day of June then next 

following the Date of the aforesaid Surrender, And the sum of one 

hundred and fifty four pounds and ten shillings, the remaining part 

thereof, on the twenty fourth day of December then next following, and 

which would be in the Year of our Lord one thousand, six hundred and 

ninety nine, That the then aforesaid Surrender should be void, otherwise 

to remain in full force and virtue. And it was further found by the homage 

That the aforesaid John Buckmaster did not pay to the aforesaid Henry 

Looker the aforesaid four pounds and ten shillings on the twenty fifth 

[sic], nor the aforesaid one hundred and fifty four pounds and ten 

shillings on the aforesaid twenty fourth day of December in the Year of 

our Lord one thousand, six hundred and ninety nine, which the aforesaid 

John Buckmaster should have paid at or on those same days, for which 

reason the aforesaid Surrender became forfeit. And it was further found 

by the homage that the aforesaid Henry Looker was afterwards admitted 

Tenant to the aforesaid messuage or Tenement, with the appurtenances, in 

Hampstead aforesaid. And that James Looker, of St Dunstan East, 

London, Turner [this in English], is the son and heir of the aforesaid 

Henry Looker, deceased. And now To this Court came the aforesaid 

James Looker, and craved to be admitted Tenant to the aforesaid 

Messuage or Tenement, with the appurtenances, under the Condition 

mentioned in the aforesaid Surrender, To whom the Lords of the 

aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid Steward, granted Seisin thereof, by 

the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid Messuage or Tenement, with 

the appurtenances, to the aforesaid James Looker, his heirs and Assigns 

(under the Condition mentioned in the aforesaid Surrender), At the will of 

the Lords, according to the Custom of the aforesaid Manor, by the annual 

rents and services previously owed and of Right accustomed. He Gave to 

the Lords for a fine for such his estate as appears in the margin, he did 

fealty to the Lords, and he was admitted Tenant thereof. 

 

At this Court it was found by the homage That on the ninth day of 

August, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and two, 

Edward Nutty, a Customary tenant of the aforesaid Manor, Surrendered 

into the hands of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by the hands of 

Edmund Bollsworth and Thomas Burraston, two other Customary tenants 

of the aforesaid Manor, by the rod, All that Garden land, lately 

purchased/acquired from Cornelius Holcomb, gentleman, situate in a 

certain place there called New End, Together with a new brick house, 
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lately erected thereon, with all the ways and appurtenances to the same 

belonging, To the use and behoof of Elizabeth Lyster, widow, her heirs 

and Assigns, At the will of the Lords, according to the custom of the 

aforesaid Manor, Provided, nevertheless, and under the Condition that, if 

aforesaid Edward Nutty, his heirs, Executors or Administrators, or any of 

them, should well and faithfully pay or cause to be paid to the aforesaid 

Elizabeth Lyster, her Executors, Administrators or Assigns, the full and 

just sum of one hundred and twenty pounds of lawful English money at or 

on the tenth day of February next following the date of the aforesaid 

Surrender, together with lawful Interest for the same for six months at the 

rate of five pounds and ten shillings per Cent pr annum, without 

deduction for the dues called taxes [this in English], That then this 

present Surrender should be void, otherwise to remain in full force and 

value. 

 

                                                             Examined by Andrew Burton 

                                                                      Steward there 

 

 

At this Court it was found by the homage That on the sixteenth day of 

July, in the Year of our Lord one thousand, seven hundred and one, 

Lady/Dame Frances Williams, a Customary Tenant of the aforesaid 

Manor, Surrendered into the hands of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, 

by the hands of the Steward, by the rod, All that Customary Messuage or 

Tenement and two … [heavy staining and damaged right-hand margin at 

top of this folio] rodas terrae, called rodds ['rodas terrae' in Latin, 'rodds' 

in English], more or less, to the same belonging, situate and being in 

Hampstead aforesaid, then in the possession of the said Lady/Dame 

Williams, With the backsides, orchards, gardens and appurtenances to the 

same belonging, Which the said Lady/Dame Williams lately purchased/ 

acquired from John Weston and Isabell, his wife, And all those sixteen 

roods of ground, more or less, with the appurtenances, situate and being 

in Hampstead aforesaid, in a certain place there called New End, 

near/next to Boades Corner, then in the possession of the same 

Lady/Dame Williams, And which she lately purchased/acquired from 

Rachael Beeton, widow, and Ambrose Beeton, her Son, And all the 

customary lands and Tenements whatsoever pf the aforesaid Lady/Dame 

Williams, in and by her last will and testament in writing, published in the 

presence of three or more witnesses, should limit, declare and appoint. 

And it was further found by the homage that the aforesaid Lady/Dame 

Williams has since died, and in her lifetime she made her last will and 

testament in writing, bearing date the tenth day of July, in the Year of our 

Lord one thousand, seven hundred and one, and by said last will she gave 

and devised the aforesaid Messuage or Tenement and premises, with the 

appurtenances, in these following English words [text now in English] 

(that is to say) Item, I give and bequeath all my Coppyhold Messuage, 

Tenement and sixteen rod of Ground thereunto adjoyneing, scituate, lying 

and being in the Mannor of Hampstead, in the County of Middlesex, to 

my well beloved Friend Thomas Gilbert, Citizen and Clothworker of 

London, and his heires for ever, In Trust for and to the …….and uses, 
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Intents and purposes thereafter limited and declared (that is to say), To 

the sole use and benefit of my well beloved Sister, Mrs Elizabeth Lester, 

wife of John Lester of Linton, in the County of York, Esquire, and to her 

heires for ever, Subject, nevertheless, to this Proviso and upon Condicion 

that my said Sister, her heires, Executors and Assignes, shall well and 

truly pay or cause to be paid unto Francis Mosely, of the parish of St Ann, 

Westminster, the yearly rent or sum of ten pounds of lawfull English 

money for and during the term of his naturall ['life' omitted], and my said 

Sister to pay him by four shillings per week, and to begin immediately 

after my death, and to be continued to Mary, the wife of the said Francis 

Mosely, if so be she should survive him for the continuacion and during 

the term of her naturall life. And if my said Sister, her heires and 

Assignes shall fail to pay the said rent as aforesaid, then to the behoofe of 

the said Francis Mosely and Mary, his wife, during the term of their 

naturall lives and after their decease to the use of my said Sister Lester 

and her heires for ever. [Text now reverts to Latin] And now to this Court 

came the aforesaid Thomas Gilbert, and craved to be admitted Tenant to 

the aforesaid messuage or Tenement and premises, with the 

appurtenances, according to the force and effect of the aforesaid 

Surrender and will of the aforesaid Lady/Dame Williams, To whom the 

Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid Steward, granted Seisin 

by the rod, to Have and to hold the aforesaid Messuage or Tenement and 

premises, with the appurtenances, to the aforesaid Thomas Gilbert, in 

manner and form aforesaid, according to the form and effect of the 

aforesaid Surrender and will of the aforesaid Lady/Dame Williams, At the 

will of the Lords, according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor, by the 

annual rents and services previously owed and of Right accustomed. He 

Gave to the Lord for a fine for such his estate as appear in the margin, he 

did fealty to the Lords, and he was admitted Tenant thereof. 

 

At this Court the Lord of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid Steward, 

granted to Samuel Daws, Gentleman, a customary Tenant of the aforesaid 

Manor, Licence to lease and demise, to Whatsoever person or persons, 

All that Customary Messuage or Tenement in Hampstead aforesaid and 

all that Close lying nest to/near the same Messuage, now in the 

possession of the aforesaid Samuel Daws, And all that Customary 

Messuage or Tenement, with the appurtenances, in Hampstead aforesaid, 

now in the possession of [name not filled in] From the Feast pf the 

Annunciation of the blessed Mary, the Virgin, last past, for the term of 

twenty one years or for any lesser term, according to the Custom of the 

aforesaid Manor, Saving to the Lords of the aforesaid Manor the Rents, 

services, Fines and Customs previously owed and of Right accustomed 

etc. 

 

                                                               Examined by Andrew Burton 

                                                                         Steward there 

 

[The following, and last, three entries on this Roll are in a different hand 

and seem to have been added later.] 
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At this Court the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid 

steward, granted to James Looker, a customary Tenant of the aforesaid 

Manor, licence to lease and demise to whatsoever person or persons, All 

that customary messuage or Tenement, with the appurtenances, situate in 

Hampstead, lately the Messuage or Tenement of John Buckmaster, and 

now in the possession of James Munday, From the feast of the blessed 

Mary, the Virgin, then last past, for the term of twenty one Years or for 

any lesser term, according to the custom of the aforesaid Manor. Saving 

to the Lords of the aforesaid manor the Rents, services, fines and customs 

previously owed and of right accustomed. 

 

                                                             Examined by Andrew Burton 

                                                                       Steward there 

 

At this Court the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid 

Steward, granted to Richard Heath, a customary tenant of the aforesaid 

Manor, licence to lease and demise to whatsoever person or persons, All 

those his five customary messuages or tenements, with the appurtenances, 

situate in Hampstead aforesaid, in the separate tenures or occupations of 

Ann Mathews, widow, William Garrett, [Christian name not filled in] 

Perkins, widow, Christopher West and Samuel Hardy (which he holds of 

the Lords of the aforesaid Manor by copy of the Rolls of the Court), from 

the feast of the blessed Mary, the Virgin, then last past, for the term of 

twenty one Years or for any lesser term, according to the custom of the 

aforesaid Manor. Saving to the Lords of the aforesaid manor the Rents, 

services, fines and customs previously owed and of right accustomed. 

 

At this Court the Lords of the aforesaid Manor, by their aforesaid 

Steward, granted to Joseph Ashton, gentleman, a customary Tenant of the 

aforesaid Manor, licence to lease and demise, All those two closes of 

pasture, with the appurtenances, in Hampstead, commonly called [name 

not filled in], now in the possession of [name not filled in, (which he 

holds of the Lords of the aforesaid Manor by copy of the Rolls of the 

Court), From the feast of the blessed Mary, the Virgin, then last past, for 

the term of twenty one Years or for any lesser term, according to the 

custom of the aforesaid Manor. Saving to the Lords of the aforesaid 

manor the Rents, services, fines and customs previously owed and of 

right accustomed. 

 

                                                             Examined by Andrew Burton 

                                                                         Steward there 

 

[Rest of the folio/skin blank. 

 

Skin 2 completely blank except for  

                                                                    1708 

                                                                    Roll 

                                                                       22 

and 

                                                                     1702 (inverted) 
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